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Welcome, New Members 


Terry R. Clarke & Family 
David S. Dunbar 
Anne E. Kendrick 


Mary Kurus 
Elie Moussalli & Kathleen Day 


Arnie & Martha Simpson 
Patricia M. Trites & Family 
A.R.H. Wood & Family 


Questions or comments about anything to P.J. Mickey Narraway 
do with our Club are always most welcome Membership Chair 


and will be responded to promptly. November, 1996 
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Volunteers Wanted 


Frank Pope, Chair, Nominating Committee 


The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club depends upon volunteers for its very exist- 
ence. On the other hand it also provides opportunities for members to make a 
significant contribution to the promotion, appreciation and preservation of 
Canada’s natural heritage, while enjoying the fellowship of like-minded people. 
By volunteering, members discover how the Club tries to reach these goals, 
make new friends, learn more about the world of nature, and acquire new skills. 


There is a multitude of worthwhile tasks to be done and, actually, there are 
many talented members who would enjoy doing these tasks if we could only do 
a better job of matching members to tasks. Most of this is due to our ignorance 
of the talent available. We thought we would try to be more specific in the tasks 
for which volunteers are needed, on the chance that we could interest someone 
who Is at a period in life when something new would be appreciated. You may 
already have noticed my appeal for a treasurer that was included in the dues 
notice. 


The Computer Management Committee has identified the following tasks for 
which volunteers are needed. 


1. Technical Support: Individuals willing to “adopt” one of the club’s com- 
puters to provide hardware and software support as needed, and to perform 
preventative maintenance on an infrequent, yet regular, schedule. If you know 
Windows inside out — or would like to learn how to defragment a hard drive — 
we could use your help. 


2. Webmaster: Various committees are planning to develop web sites. We need 
someone to coordinate this task, help develop individual sites, and perhaps to 
provide inter-linking via an OFNC home page. If you are fully conversant with 
HTML, and surf the web in your sleep, you are the person we need! 


If either of the above tasks appeal to you, or if you have an interest in assisting 
in any other aspect of the management of the Club’s computers please contact 
Alan German at Tel. 747-9668 or email to: A.German@uwo.ca. 


Looking Back at 
Birding and Butterfly Outings 


Charlie Saso 


Reading my records of birding and butterfly outings has motivated me to write 
of some of my more memorable events associated with the OFNC. 


I have always had an interest in birds but never really pursued that interest 
until September 25, 1982 when I went on an outing with a birding group of the 
OFNC. That trip really opened up a whole new vista for me as many different 
birds were skilfully identified at Shirleys Bay such as Merlins and Yellowlegs. 

I recall being amazed at the knowledge and skill of the leader of that group and 
my thanks and appreciation to him — sorry I don’t recall his name.* 


My second memorable outing took place on the evening of May 6, 1983 when 
Bruce Di Labio took a group to a swampy area near Constance Creek. Taped 
calls of Virginia Rails were played, and to my utter amazement a Virginia Rail 
actually came out of the bulrushes and walked to within a few feet of our group. 


For that amazing feat Bruce deservedly received a standing ovation! Thanks 
again, Bruce. 


Last but not least was Bob Bracken’s butterfly outing on 7 July, 1996. Ona 
day when many a fine forehand and backhand were being displayed on the 
manicured lawns of Wimbledon, a similar display was taking place on the 
not-so-manicured fields and meadows west of Kanata, this time by net- 
swinging Bob and his entourage! 


Thanks to Bob and others in the group, we were able to identify many but- 
terflies and skippers including the Northern Pearly Eye, White Admiral, 
Bronze Copper, Great Spangled Fritillary, Viceroy, Wood Satyr, Acadian 
Hairstreak, Least Skipper, Long Dash, Baltimore, Coral Hairstreak and 
Summer Azure. In so doing, yet another of Mother Nature’s colourful and 
fascinating vistas was opened for me! Thank you Bob and the OFNC for 
another memorable, interesting and informative outing! 


*Editor’s note: 


That inspired leader was probably Stephen O’Donnell, who was scheduled to lead a trip 
on September 25, 1982 to observe birds in fall migration. See T&L 16 (4), p. 223.4 


Breaking the Tension 
Jack Holliday 


Yesterday, while a passenger in a car on the Queensway I, noticed a tiny wasp 
examining my thumb. She (I could see her ovipositor) walked around, every 
now and then grooming her minute wings. She was green in colour. Other 
minute wasps I have noticed were shiny black. Why green? Why not? 


Once more I marvelled at such a tiny organism containing flight muscles, a 
digestive system, leg muscles, a reproductive system, and most wonderful of 
all, detection systems to find a mate in the vastness of the universe, and to find, 
identify and deposit her eggs in the only place her progeny could develop. 
Usually that place is another insect at a certain stage of its develpment, the 
egg, or the larva, or the adult. 


In my garden is a very nice, stucco concrete bird bath. Not only is it a source 
of water for the birds, but squirrels and insects, especially wasps, find it con- 
venient for their needs for water. If I am close-by and an unusual insect alights 
on the bath, I bend over to see what kind it is. Sometimes they get trapped by 
the surface tension of the water. 


One sunny day in August, such an insect alighted on the water surface. Care- 
fully moving close, I bent over to see if the insect could “stand” on the surface 
tension or become trapped. To my amazement, it somehow broke through the 
surface, submerged in about an inch of water and proceeded to walk along the 
bottom as if in search of something. Such purposeful actions seem to indicate 
that these (to me) unusual actions are normal for this insect. 


After several moments (a minute perhaps) underwater, it arose again to the 
surface, moved to the waters edge, and proceeded to clear its wings and body 
of clinging water drops. Another minute, and off it flew. I had noticed that it 
was about 12 inch in length, brownish in colour, and was a small fly-like wasp 
of some sort. It had a “neck” and could move its head much like a Mantis. 


Many insects are aquatic in the larval stage. Mayflies, Caddisflies, 
Drgagonflies, Mosquitoes, to name a few. They break the surface tension of 
the water to emerge as adults. This little wasp is the only insect I can recall 
going in the other direction, to the bottom, and live. 


We casual observers often get a glimpse of an insect doing something inex- 
plicable. Many insects have been captured and named in the adult stage, but 
their life cycles remain a mystery.& 


Imaginary Birds of the 
Ottawa Valley 


Written and illustrated by C. Lewis, 
with contributions by B. McBride & J. McGugan 


In the interest of advancing the knowledge and expertise of Ottawa-area 
birders, as well as providing some helpful hints to visiting bird enthusiasts 
re: identifying local species, we present: 


“IMAGINARY BIRDS OF THE OTTAWA VALLEY” 


This is a brief illustrated field guide to the subjective and impressionistic 


possibilities of what may be seen while out and about in the wonderful natural 
areas of Canada’s Capital. 


To help birders stay focused and intense, we present our observations in 
instalments, according to SEASON: 


PART 1: WINTER 


SNOW OWLS 


@ Generally seen on fence posts 


@ Mayalso be spotted perched in trees, on roof-tops, snags, and other farm- 
field protuberances throughout rural areas (Fig. 1) 


LEAF HAWKS 


© Most often found when gazing into extreme direct sunlight without 
sunglasses. 


e Position in tree helps to indicate clues to species: 
® ¥% up tree = Red-leafed Hawk 
@ top of tree = Rough-leafed Hawk 


RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS (WINTER PLUMAGE) 


e@ Jack Pine Trail specialty; winter plumage is deceptively similar to the 
fuzzy things on the ends of dormant cattails 


—~DO NOT BE FOOLED! - Examine each cattail closely! 


*CAUTION: standing for more than one hour in typical Ottawa -30°C weather 
many induce hypothermic hallucinations: 


for example 
@ Snow Owls 
e@ Snow-wet Owls 
@ Snowy Plovers 
e@ Snowy Cotingas 


If any of the above are sighted, seek medical attention immediately. 


NORTHERN SHOVELERS 
e Common sight on Christmas Bird Counts in residential areas 


@ May be counted if Rock Dove and European Starling counts exceed 
10,000 (Fig. 4). 


Coming in our next instalment: 
PART II: SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER 
Includes such exciting imaginary species as: 
@ Backlit Twits 
e Spring Peeps 
e Common Dirt Birds (subspecies: Rock Birds; Lump Birds) 


e Eurasian Weaver Finches © 


(Fig.l) SNOW OWLS 


(Fig. 2) teaF HAWKS | 


(Fig. 3) 


REDWINGED BLACK BIRDS 


IN WINTER PLUMAGE 
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The White Pine 


Cheryl McJannet 


White Pine. Photo by Albert Dugal 


The White Pine (Pinus strobus L.) obtained its name from the whitish 
appearance of the wood. Carl Linneaus gave it the latin name strobus meaning 
“whorled like a top” to refer to the way the scales are whirled on the female 
cone. 


Taxonomy 

The White Pine belongs to the Pine Family (Pinaceae), which is a medium-size 
family consisting of about 210 species of trees and 9 genera of shrubs 
worldwide. Included in this family are Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga), Hemlocks 
(Tsuga), Firs (Abies), Spruces (Picea), Larches (Larix), and of course Pines 
(Pinus). The trees in this family produce resin, have needle-like leaves, and 
have cones containing either male or female structures. Both types of cones 
occur on the same tree. 


The Pine family is one of the most commercially important groups of trees in 
the world. More lumber, pulp wood, and paper products come from this family 
than any other family of plants. This family of trees and shrubs is also important 
for wildlife, serving as cover, nesting habitat, and food. 
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Distribution of White Pine in North America 


Biology 

The White Pine is common to 
northeastern North America. It 
is tolerant of different soils but 


., grows best on well drained soil in 


a cool, humid climate. The White 
Pine will commonly form stands 
with southern Red Oak and 
White Ash, or with Eastern Hem- 
lock, or with Chestnut Oak. The 
tree can reach 100 feet (historic 
records suggest as much as 150 
feet); the diameter can be as 
much as four feet. The needles 
are 2 1/2 to 5 inches long with 5 
in a bundle. The cones are 4to 8 
inches long, narrowly cylindrical, 
and yellow-brown. 


White Pines are fast-growing and long-lived. They will start producing cones 
when 5 to 10 years old, but dependable seed production will not begin for 
another 10 years. Large seed crops are produced every 3 to 5 years with little or 


no production in between. 


Open White Pine Cone and a needle bundle. 
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History 

The White Pine is one of the most valuable trees in eastern North America. 
Prior to the arrival of white man, virgin stands contained 900 billion board feet 
of lumber. In the mid to late 1700s and 1800s these vast stands were cut for ship 
masts, bridges, homes, shingles, and inexpensive furniture. Today the wood 
from this tree is used for cabinets, house interiors, house framing, and for carv- 
ing. 

The Pine Genus (Pinus L.) 

There are 95 pine species worldwide, with 35 native to North America and 3 
(marked with *) native to this region. Pines occupy a wide range of habitats 
from subtropical to temperate forests and from low, wet swampy sites to bare, 
rocky outcrops. The pines of North America fall into two natural groupings. 


The soft pines have wood that is usually soft and coarse-grained; the hard pines 
have wood which is usually hard and close-grained. 


Soft Pine Species of North 
America 


Hard Pine Species of North America 


WHITE PINE* 
Western White Pine 


Southwestern White Pine 


Foxtail Pine 

Rocky Mountain 
Bristlecone Pine 

Singleleaf Pinyon 

Parry Pinyon 
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Red Pine* 
Scots Pine 
Lodgepole Pine 
Austrian Pine 
Apache Pine 
Ponderosa Pine 
Jeffrey Pine 
Torrey Pine 
Spruce Pine 
Jack Pine * 
Table Mountain Pine 
Virginia Pine 


Sand Pine 
Bishop Pine 
Pond Pine 
Pitch Pine 


|Shortleaf Pine 
Slash Pine 


Loblolly Pine 


|Coulter Pine 
Digger Pine 


Knobcone Pine 
Monterey Pine 
Chihuahua Pine 


Checklist of the Mammals of the 
Ottawa District 


John Sankey 
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Porcupine, Stony Swamp, late summer 1991. Photo by I. Brodo. 


Se 


It is now half a century since a checklist of the mammals of the Ottawa District 
was published!. The Atlas of the Mammals of Ontario” is now complete, and 
the knowledge gained for it province-wide and locally is available. So, now 
seems a suitable time for an update. 


1 Rand, A.L. 1945. Mammals of the Ottawa District, The Canadian Field-Naturalist, 
59(4):111-132. 
? Dobbyn, J. 1994. Atlas of the Mammals of Ontario, Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 


The checklist status of many organisms, birds for example, is usually stated in 
terms of how easily they can be observed. However, a major part of the life 
skills of most mammals, small ones in particular, consists in evading the notice 
of all larger organisms. For the most part, they are seen only by patient and 
determined observers, or by trappers. So the status rating used here attempts 


to assess relative population sizes, not the numbers of individuals that may be 
seen by casual observers, 


The status of one mammal is in particular dispute. The official position of the 
provincial Ministry of Natural Resources is that the eastern race of cougar was 
extinct by the mid 1800’s, and that every sighting since then was an escape from 
the pet trade (western or South American races) or mistaken identity. A look 
at the vastness of potential territory for these animals in northern Ontario, and 
the tiny extent of human intrusion there, should give one pause before accept- 
ing such a black and white dictum. The number of observations currently being 
reported from northern Ontario seems in excess of those expected from es- 
capes. Western cougars could have crossed the continent through the boreal 
forest north of the prairies in a few decades considering their wide-ranging 
habits; their descendants should be considered naturalized. Nevertheless, the 
Atlas regrettably felt constrained to suppress all data on the more than 600 
records they received of this species. 


If any reader knows of a trustworthy observation of cougar anywhere near the 
District, I hope that it reaches these pages so that it can be evaluated correctly 
by history, if not by our contemporaries. In this spirit, I note my nearest such 
sighting, just east of Norwood, Ont., in June 1966. It crossed Highway 7 about 
100 m in front of my car. Its tail was still over the shoulder of the road when its 
nose passed the road centerline, and it seemed to leap effortlessly from the 
shoulder of the road to the top of a3 m high rock cut. It was in clear view for 
about ten seconds, and I am in no doubt as to the species. 


Enough of polemics — here is the checklist. I hope that it renews your interest 
in our closest kin among our neighbours in the District. I thank Dr. D.A. Smith 
for helpful suggestions during its preparation. 
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PLACE: Unitarian Church Hall 
30 Cleary Street 


#2 and #18 Buses stop at Cleary Street and Richmond Road 


RESER VATIONS: To order tickets, fill in the order form and send it along 


with remittance before April 15 to: 


The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club 
c/o Ellaine Dickson 

2037 Honeywell Avenue 

Ottawa, Ontario K2A OP7 


- Yd 
ree 
Wine & Cheese Party 


Friday, April 25, 1997, 7:30 p.m. 


™ selection of wines ™ cheese & crackers @ tea & coffee 
® non-alcoholic punch @ fruit 


Help make this another festive evening by coming to our annual party and min- 
gling with fellow naturalists. 


Join us in honoring The Member of the Year and recipients of the Service 
Award, Anne Hanes Natural History Award, Conservation Awards and the 
President’s Prize. 


‘Members are invited to exhibit photographic prints and original art ona. 
natural history theme. The best overall colour or B. & W. photograph will be 
selected by ballot and a prize awarded to the lucky winner. 


Mount display items for easy handling and bring them to the Unitarian Church between 
4 and 7 p.m. on Friday, April 25th. Everything is to be taken home at the end of the 
evening. To reserve exhibition space and for further information contact Philip Martin 
(729-3218). 


Prizes will also be awarded for the best Macoun Field Club displays. Children 
(primary or high school) who are OFNC members but not Macoun Field Club 
members are also encouraged to compete. 


Name 


Address 


Please send me _____. tickets to the OFNC Annual Soirée at $9.00($4 .00 
for students under 18) per person. Enclosed please find my cheque or money 
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Checklist of the Mammals of the Ottawa District 
(J Denotes animals likely to occur naturally in the wild in our District. 


Status: 

abundant = present almost everywhere in large numbers 

common = present almost everywhere 

uncommon = local in distribution, found in 10% or less of the area of the 
Ottawa District 

rare = very local, not present in much suitable habitat 

very rare = only a few scattered records 


MARSUPIALS 
Didelphis virginiana, Virginia opossum: some records close to the District 


INSECTIVORES 

L] Sorex cinereus, common shrew: abundant 

Baliis: fuumeus, smoky shrew: uncommon 

Sts: hoyi, pygmy shrew: rare 

] S. palustris, water shrew: very rare 

LJ Blarina brevicauda, northern short-tailed shrew: abundant 
J] Parascalops breweri, hairy-tailed mole: rare 

LC Condylura cristata, star-nosed mole: common 


BATS 

CJ Myotis leibii, eastern small-footed bat: very rare 

LJ M. lucifugus, little brown bat: common 

LJ mM. septentrionalis, northern long-eared bat: rare 

] Lasionycteris noctivagans, silver-haired bat: rare J une-August migrant 
CJ Pipistrellus subflavus, eastern pipistrelle: very rare 

LJ] Eptesicus fuscus, big brown bat: common 

] Lasiurus borealis, eastern red bat: rare summer migrant 

LC] L. cinereus, hoary bat: uncommon summer migrant 


RABBITS AND HARES 

LJ sylvilagus floridanus, eastern cottontail: unknown before 1931, now common 
Lepus americanus, snowshoe hare: common 

LJ L. europaeus, European hare: rare, probably escapes 


RODENTS 

Squirrels 

L] Tamias striatus, eastern chipmunk: abundant, hibernates winter 
L] Marmota monax, woodchuck: abundant, hibernates winter 

LJ Sciunts carolinensis, gray squirrel: black and gray phases abundant 
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LI Tamiasciurus hudsonicus, red squirrel: common 
O Glaucomys sabrinus, northern flying squirrel: common 
LJ G. volans, southern flying squirrel: uncommon 


Beavers 
_] Castor canadensis, beaver: common 


New World Rats & Mice 

LJ Peromyscus leucopus, white-footed mouse: abundant 

LJ P. maniculatus, deer mouse: common 

LI Clethrionomys gapperi, southern red-backed vole: common 
LJ Micronis pennsylvanicus, meadow vole: abundant 

] Ondatra zibethicus, muskrat: common 

] Synaptomys cooperi, southern bog lemming: very rare 


Old World Rats & Mice 
LI Rattus norvegicus, Norway rat: uncommon 
L] Mus musculus, house mouse: uncommon 


Jumping Mice 

O Zapus hudsonius, meadow jumping mouse: uncommon, hibernates in winter 

L] Napaeozapus insignis, woodland jumping mouse: uncommon, hibernates in 
winter 


Porcupines 
| Erethizon dorsatum, porcupine: common 


Myocastrids 
Myocastor coypus, nutria or coypu: escapes, don’t survive winter 


PRIMATES 
LJ Homo sapiens, us: abundant 


CARNIVORES 

Wolves and Foxes 

LJ Canis latrans coyote: uncommon 

LJ C. lupus, gray wolf: uncommon in Quebec, rare in Ontario 
L] Vulpes vulpes, red fox: common 
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Bears and Raccoons 
LJ Ursus americanus, black bear: uncommon 
C Procyon lotor, raccoon: abundant 


Mustelids 
L] Martes americana, marten: very rare 
LJ M. pennaniti, fisher: extirpated locally, now rare (being re-introduced) 
L] Mustela erminea, ermine: common 
LJ M. frenata, long-tailed weasel: uncommon 
LJ mu. vison, mink: common 
LJ Gulo gulo, wolverine: very rare, Quebec 
Taxidea taxus, badger: a record close to District 
LJ Mephitis mephitis, striped skunk: common 
LJ Lontra canadensis, river otter: uncommon 


Cats 
_] Felis concolor, cougar: extirpated locally, but very wide-ranging 
F. catus, domestic cat: rarely fully feral, few survive winter unaided 
LJ Lynx canadensis, Canada lynx: very rare 
LJ L. rufus, bobcat: very rare 


SEALS 
Phoca vitulina, harbor seal: no records since 1884 


DEER 
Cervus elaphus, wapiti (elk): extirpated locally by 1800 
L] Odocoileus virginianus, white-tailed deer: common 
C) Alces alces, moose: rare 
C) Rangifer tarandus, caribou: extirpated locally by 1900 © 


House Fly 


Aleta Karstad 


Erratic lines of flight. 
The flies 
Define kitchen space. 
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A South-West Wind 


PJ. Mickey Narraway 


Someday, in the canyons of concrete, 
Between the cold, grey walls, 

A south-west wind will whisper to you, 
Haunting, sweetly, it calls. 

Close your eyes, if it helps, for a moment, 
The meadows and clouds are there, 

On your lips, for a second, a poignant tang, 


An elusive scent on the air. 


For the south-west wind is the gypsy wind, 
That calls to you today. 

It whispers sadly, taunting, 

“You are free, now, come away.” 

It carries scents of pine woods, 

Of their hidden mossy breaks, 

Of dusty lanes and sun-drenched plains, 


And midnight moon-kissed lakes. 


The sudden splash of dancing trout, 
Or the wild, mad cry of the loon, 
Lingering memories of days you lost. 


Hear the gypsy wind’s hymn to June. 


Conservation Matters 


Michael Ross Murphy 


In this new quarterly column, the “Environmental Issues Coordinator” of the 
Conservation Committee will brief members of The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ 
Club on the conservation matters, global and local, which affect the Club’s 
areas and topics of concern. As you may already know, the OFNC is especially 
concerned with the study area of eastern Ontario and western Quebec that lies 
within a 50 km radius of Parliament Hill in Ottawa. Our Club has celebrated 
this local focus for 30 years. In this first edition of “Conservation Matters,” we 
will describe many of the changes that have affected Ottawa-Carleton and the 
Outaouais since the inception of T&L as a centennial project of the OFNC in 
1967. 


In 1967, biologists MacArthur and Wilson published “The Theory of Island 
Biogeography.” Their research has led planners (rather too eventually) to an 
awareness that just protecting natural areas is not enough. It is just as impor- 
tant to protect the links between the islands of fragmented habitats. Ever since, 
proponents of the “Equilibrium Theory” have tangled with supporters of the 
“Habitat Diversity Hypothesis,” each trying to stretch its explanations to fit the 
data of species extinction in both islands of oceanic and fragmented land 
scapes. 


1967 was also the year in which the Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton 
(RMOC) was created by the Conservative-led Ontario legislature. At that time, 
most of the urban area of the RMOC was still confined within the recently- 
created Greenbelt. You may also recall that 1967 marked the creation of the 
urban areas of Kanata and Orleans. The Conservative Party’s long-range plan 
was to replace the existing county governments across the province with more 
effective regional governments. Bitter opposition to this strategy, especially 
from rural municipalities, continues to this day. 


The most obvious cause of landscape changes in both Ottawa-Carleton and 
Outaouais has been urban expansion, the conversion of rural land uses to 
urban development. Urban expansion has brought great economic benefit to 
a few as well as a great loss of natural areas for all of us. Clearing of rural land 
for non-agricultural uses such as developing country estate-lots and creating 
golf courses have also increased dramatically since 1967. 
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The 1970s brought a sudden austerity due to concerns over the national 
economic downturn, the rising public debt and the energy crisis. In 1970, 
the newly formed RMOC, encouraged and supported by the OFNC, tried 
to protect significant areas through their Official Plan, but endured painful 
losses before the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB). 


The 1975 OMB decision regarding the Westwood subdivision in the Carp 
Hills was seen to be a clear statement by the province that landowners enjoyed 
a form of natural right to develop their lands. This OMB decision essentially 
rewrote the RMOC Official Plan policies to require that any designation of a 
Natural Environment Area (NEA) must come with an offer to purchase the 
lands in question. In response, the RMOC quickly amended the Official Plan 
to redesignate most of these lands as “Marginal Resource Areas.” Many of 
these have since been developed. 


In the 1980s, the upward spiral of development and debt resumed in our 
region, with a public seemingly reassured that the economy could somehow 
grow endlessly. Developers conspired with politicians in schemes to build a 
sort of “Field of Dreams.” Build it and prosperity will come. This rationale, 
with no economic basis of proof, is “cargo cult” thinking. The term originates 
from the beliefs of certain South Sea Islanders who built airstrips expecting to 
attract cargo planes. 


In the 1980s, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (QMNR) embarked 
on an ambitious and ultimately unfulfilled mission to identify all significant 
natural features in the province. The plan was to systematically classify these 
as Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs) ‘and to develop a system 
of land use guidelines in each district to manage them, based upon provincial, 
regional or local evaluations of levels of significance. A series of Policy State- 
ments, beginning with one to protect wetlands, was to be used to recognize and 
protect the public interest in the natural environment. But the the dream did 
not survive the decade. Budgets for the field work had been diverted to other 
causes and protection of areas with the ANSI designation had begun to wither 
before the Municipal Board. 


The 1990s in Ontario began with the Liberals, followed by a fling with the New 
Democrats and culminated in the vengeful return of the Conservatives. To our 


*See also “Madawaska Highlands Land Use Planning Process,” by Scott Findlay, 
T&L 29(1):31-40 (1995). 
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horror, we have found that the "cargo cult" method of planning still has an ir- 
resistible appeal to Premier Harris and his cabinet. 


Since taking power, the Harris government has done irreparable damage to 
what little environmental protection legislation had been painstakingly 
achieved. (One step forward, two centuries back?). We find ourselves back in 
the dark ages, along with the province of Quebec! The Ontario Conservatives 
claim to have an electoral mandate to do this without the benefit of public con- 
sultation, as they are wary and contemptuous of “special interest groups.” The 
Wetland Policy and the Environmental Bill of Rights would appear to be their 
next targets for “reform.” 


Surprisingly, this simple-minded approach to economics may have actually 
benefited the remnants of the natural world in Ontario. For it turns out that 
uncontrolled urban expansion is no more economically self-sustaining than it 
is environmentally sustainable. Just as soon as it became clear that provincial 
subsidies for urban infrastructure had finally disappeared, even development- 
mad RMOC councillors became converts to the “pay as you go” religion. 


For the first time they have approved a Regional Development Strategy that 
actually makes sense. Most new development — if and when it is needed — will 
be located within the Greenbelt. If their assurances are to be believed, this will 
not involve the sacrifice of remnant greenspaces inside the Greenbelt. In short, 
Regional Council has done the right thing, although perhaps for the wrong 
reasons! 


Regional Council’s next step will be to consider the other aspects of the 
Official Plan review, which includes a Natural Environment Systems Strategy 
(NESS) and a Protection for Greenspace policy that at least pays lip service to 
the systems theory arising from the 1967 research by MacArthur and Wilson. 
We will have to wait and see whether Regional Council will approve these 
potentially far-reaching policies. Already, even before any maps showing 
proposed natural system components have been published, strong and vocal 
opposition by rural landowners is being exerted on the RMOC council. As 
1997 will be a municipal election year, Regional Council may be even more 
willing than usual to sacrifice natural areas. 


Thirty years ago, the Conservative provincial government of the day sent a one- 
man planning commission, a former mayor of Toronto, to eastern Ontario. The 
result was a Regional Government to make our municipalities more account- 
able to the province. Today, the so-called “Who Does What?” commission 
(another one-person hearing panel, led by another former mayor of Toronto) 
has been sent by another Conservative Government, this time to do the exact 


opposite. The province is intent on “downloading” their planning and review 
authorities to municipalities. The result will be very much like the planning 
process in Quebec - “Australian rules”! 


It’s impossible to predict where we’re headed in the next five years - let alone 
the next thirty! But the question in my mind is this: Will the remnants of the 
natural world in Ottawa-Carleton survive the revolt of common sense? © 


Field Assistant 
Volunteers Needed 


Jeff Houlahan 


A field assistant or assistants is/are needed for a University of Ottawa Ph.D. 
research project beginning in the spring of 1997. The project is a study of the 
impact of adjacent land use on wetland biodiversity. Specifically, we will be 
examining how highway presence around wetlands and deforestation affect 
wetland biodiversity. This will entail compiling plant, amphibian and reptile 
species lists for 50-80 wetlands in southeastern Ontario over a period of 3 to 4 
years. 


This project would involve 3 or 4 days of field work a week from May to Sept- 
ember with occasional evenings. I do NOT need a commitment for 4 years nor 
for all 4 days a week. If there are people available only one or two days a week 
that would be more than acceptable. This will be an excellent opportunity to 
learn valuable research skills, as well as to make a contribution to wildlife con- 
servation in Ontario. 


Ideally volunteers would have good plant, amphibian or reptile identification 
skills but we are happy to provide ‘on the job’ training. 


I am hoping this will catch the eye of people who have an interest in wetlands 
and wetland wildlife and who would like to make a contribution to wetland 
preservation. There will be no incidental expenses. I will supply meals and 
transportation. If you are interested contact me at 565-9796 or by e-mail at 
jeffh@sonetis.com.4 


Coming Events 


arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee 
For further information, 
call the Club number (722-3050) after 10 a.m. 


Times stated for excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier; leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don’t hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will be 
open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 


ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and the activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential 
on all birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 


REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club) 
to E.M. Dickson, 2037 Honeywell Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K2A OP7, at least ten 
days in advance. Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of 
the outing. Your cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not 
have to wait to the last moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due 
to low registration. We also wish to discourage the actual payment of bus fees on 
the day of the event. 


EVENTS AT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE: The Club is grateful 
to the Museum for their cooperation and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. Club members must be prepared to show their membership 
cards to gain access for Club functions after regular museum hours. 


BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 860-9000 to learn of recent sightings or birding 
potential in the Ottawa area. To report recent sightings call Michael Tate at 
825-1231. This service is nun on behalf of the Birds Committee and is available to 
members and non-members. 

Le Club des Ornithologues de l’Outaouais has a similar service, in French, run 
by Daniel St-Hilaire. The Club number is 778-3413 and the Bird Status Line is 
778-0737. 
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Saturday WINTER BIRDING AT THE CORNWALL POWER DAM 

11 January Leader: Bruce Di Labio 

8:00 a.m. Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, St. Laurent Blvd. at Smyth Road. 
Overwintering gulls, waterfowl and seasonal species 
frequenting the vicinity of the Moses-Saunders Power Dam 
will be sought on this full-day outing. Bring a lunch, a warm 
drink and heavy winter clothing, as well as proof of 
citizenship. (We may travel to the American side of the dam.) 
Transportation will be by private car. 


OFNC 118th ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
14 January Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, 
7:30 p.m. Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 

The 1997 Council will be elected at this meeting and 
summation of the various Committee activities in 1996 will 
be given as well as a full disclosure of the Club’s financial 
position. 


Tuesday OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

11 February TAILLESS AMPHIBIANS; LIMBLESS REPTILES: 

8:00 p.m. SUCCESS AND FUTURE PROSPECTS 
Speaker: Francis Cook 
Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets. 
Over one-fifth of existing vertebrate species are either 
amphibians (mostly frogs) or reptiles (mostly snakes and 
lizards); few genera have been lost since the Miocene Era 
and few species have vanished since the Pliocene Era. 
World conservation efforts target rare forms and cite the 
population declines in common species. In the future, 
southern populations may further differentiate as habitats 
become fragmented due to expanding human 
encroachment whereas northern populations may be 
eradicated by the effects of glaciation. Francis Cook, the 
former Curator of Herpetology at the Canadian Museum of 
Nature and an Honorary Member of the OFNC, will 

discuss these issues in an illustrated slide presentation. 


Sunday 
16 February 
10:00 a.m. 


Friday 
28 February 
7:30 p.m. 


Sunday 
2 March 
8:00 a.m. 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TRIP TO THE MARLBOROUGH 
FOREST 

Leader: Don Cuddy 

Participants should be prepared to ski 5 to 10 km over mostly 
flat terrain with various stops to observe signs of nature in 
winter. The outing will last appproximately four hours with a 
break for lunch. The trip is limited to the first 20 people to 
register by telephoning the Club number (722-3050) prior to 
February 8th. The meeting place and pertinent details will be 
given to registrants at that time. 


OWLING WORKSHOP 

Instructor: Bruce Di Labio 

Meet: Fourth Floor Gallery, west wing, Canadian Museum of 
Nature, Metcalfe at McLeod Streets. 

Participants will learn how to identify by sight and sound the 
local and migrant species of owls that frequent the Ottawa 
District at varying times of the year. There will be a 
particular emphasis on the patterns of behaviour and habitat 
preferences exhibited by these birds of prey. Bruce will 
discuss the importance of weather conditions, suggest 
equipment to be used when searching for owls (both diurnal 
and nocturnal species) and reveal various reliable techniques 
for locating roosting owls. If you have always wanted to find 
an Owl on your own, then plan to attend this informative 
session. 


WINTER RAPTORS OF THE OTTAWA AREA 

Leaders: Bob Bracken and Bernie Ladouceur 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

This generous half-day outing will be in quest of various 
species of hawks and owls that may be frequenting certain 
fields and woodlots in the Ottawa area. Transportation will 
be by private car and warm clothing; a snack and a hot drink 
are strongly recommended. 
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Sunday 

23 March 

2:00 a.m. 
to 

8:00 a.m. 


Date and 
time to be 
decided 


WILD WINGS: THE HIDDEN WORLD OF BIRDS 
Speaker: Mike Runtz 
Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
at McLeod Streets. 

Mike Runtz’s passion for exploring the beauty and 
complexity of the natural world is once again exquisitely 
showcased in his sixth and latest critically-acclaimed book 
entitled Wild Wings: The Hidden World of Birds. The 
best-selling author and photographer will unravel some of 
the mysteries of the avian world and elaborate on various 
adaptations and behaviours that certain species have 
developed to cope with the challenges presented by the 
ecosystems in which they dwell. Join your fellow Club 
members on a journey of discovery into the secret lives of 
birds. Copies of Mike’s book will be available for sale at the 
conclusion of his talk. 


EARLY MORNING OWLING 

Leaders: Bernie Ladouceur and Mike Tate 

Meet: Tim Horton Donuts, south side of Robertson Road 
(i.e., Old Hwy. 7) between the Richmond Road turnoff and 
Moodie Drive in Bells Corners. 

Experience the thrill of the chase as our two intrepid leaders 
seek to locate and identify the diagnostic calls of several 
nocturnal species of owls. The outing is limited to the first 20 
individuals to register with the Club number (722-3050). 


SPRING BIRDING ALONG THE FLOODPLAINS OF 
BEAR BROOK AND THE SOUTH NATION RIVER 
Leader: Bruce Di Labio 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, northeast corner of the 
parking lot near St. Laurent Blvd. and Smyth Road. 

Come and observe the vast numbers of ducks and geese 
utilizing the flooded fields east of Ottawa as a migratory 
stopover. The exact scheduling of the trip will coincide with 
the optimum spring flood levels in the Bear Brook / Bourget 
area. Register with the Club number (722-3050) before 
March 25th to be kept informed of specific details. 


Date and 
time to be 
decided 


Sunday 
6 April 
6:30 a.m. 
to 
6:30 p.m. 


AMPHIBIANS IN SPRING 

Leader: Stephen Darbyshire 

The success of this outing is highly dependent upon 
favourable weather conditions. Those registering with the 
Club number (722-3050) prior to March 25th will be notified 
of the precise particulars, when a decision is reached to 
proceed with the trip. Rubber boots, a strong flashlight and a 
dip net (if possible) are recommended. 


BUS EXCURSION: SPRING BIRDING AT PRESQU’ILE 
Leaders: Bob Bracken and Colin Gaskell 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Cost: $30.00 (PLEASE REGISTER EARLY; 

see Coming Events intro for details). 

The Club’s traditional spring excursion to Presqu’ile 
Provincial Park offers an ideal opportunity to study the 
diverse assortment of water fowl that congregate in the 
surrounding waters during their northward migration. 
Transportation will consist of a comfortable, 
washroom-equipped motor coach supplied by Carleton Bus 
Lines. 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

WILDFLOWERS OF THE OTTAWA VALLEY 

Speaker: Sheila Thomson 

Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets. 

Sheila Thomson, an Honorary Member of our Club, has 
held a lifelong fascination with the abundant array of 


wildflowers that may be found throughout the Ottawa 
Valley during different seasons of the year. She will take us 
down a trail of visual splendour embellished by personal 
recollections and accounts of some of the folklore 
associated with many of our local plants. As always, Sheila’s 
talk will be enhanced by the excellent photography of her 


husband Harry. 
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Saturday 
19 April 
9:00 a.m. 


Sunday 
20 April 
6:30 a.m. 


Friday 
25 April 
7:30 p.m. 
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TREES IN SPRING 

Leader: Ellaine Dickson 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

The emphasis of this outing will be on the identification of 
trees before they are in leaf (although certain species may 
already be in bloom). Ellaine will choose an appropriate 
study area somewhere in the west end of Ottawa to conduct 
this outdoor workshop. Bring a lunch for this half-day trip. 


BUS EXCURSION: 

HAWKS ALOFT AT DERBY HILL, N.Y. 

Leaders: Bob Bracken and Bernie Ladouceur 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Cost: $30.00 (PLEASE REGISTER EARLY; 

see Coming Events intro for details). 

When weather conditions are favourable, the spectacle of 
thousands of hawks migrating over Derby Hill, New York, is 
an amazing phenomenon well worth the long bus ride. Please 
bring proof of citizenship for entry into the United States. 
Optical equipment in new condition should be registered 
with Canada Customs in advance of the trip. The excursion 
will be cancelled on the day before if the weather forecast for 
the eastern end of Lake Ontario is particularly unfavourable. 
You will be notified of any change of plan. Transportation 
will consist of a comfortable, washroom-equipped motor 
coach supplied by Carleton Bus Lines. 


OFNC SOIREE WINE AND CHEESE PARTY AND 
ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY 

Meet: Unitarian Church Hall, 30 Cleary Street. 

See the centrefold for further details. 


Saturday 
and 

Sunday 

26 & 27 April 


Thursday 
8 May 

to 
Sunday 
11 May 
(inclusive) 


cgay 


EXCURSION: SPRUCE GROUSE IN ALGONQUIN PARK 
Leader: Stewart MacDonald 

The primary focus of the excursion will be to observe the 
dazzling courtship displays performed by Spruce Grouse 
during the breeding season. Stewart MacDonald, a world 
renowned expert in grouse behaviour, will be the leader for 
the outing. Moose and Gray Jays are among some of the 
other anticipated highlights. We may do some owling and 
watch the aerial display of the American Woodcock on 
Saturday evening, weather permitting. Participants will leave 
Ottawa at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday and arrive at the Visitor 
Centre for lunch. Overnight accommodation will be 
provided at the Algonquin Parkway Motor Inn in Whitney 
and the group will return to Ottawa by early Sunday evening. 
The approximate cost per person will be $45 for 
accommodation (based on double occupancy) plus meals 
and the shared cost of transportation by participants’ cars. 
The excursion is limited to 14 persons. Register by 
telephoning the Club number (722-3050). 


POINT PELEE EXCURSION 


Your Club, through New Dimensions Tours, is offering an 
excursion to Point Pelee to observe birds and other 
interesting aspects of natural history. As an added attraction, 
a full day (Saturday) will be spent at nearby Rondeau 
Provincial Park, an area widely acknowledged for its 
biodiversity. 


Point Pelee National Park is a fascinating blend of marsh, 
beach, fields and mature Carolinian forest located at the 
southernmost tip of mainland Canada. Its strategic position 
along the migratory corridors has led to its international 
reputation as perhaps the best spot in North America to view 
the northern migration of birds. Hordes of naturalists arrive 
each spring to observe many of the more than 300 species of 
birds (including 41 species of warblers) that have been 
recorded in the Park. It is possible to tally over 100 species in 
a single day during the peak of spring migration. Join your 
fellow Club members in this naturalists’ paradise. 


ACCOMMODATION will be at the Comfort Inn by Journey’s End Motel in 
Leamington, a mere 10 km from the Park entrance. Costs are based on twin oc- 
cupancy (i.e., two beds per room) and work out to $310 per person. Triple and 
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quadruple occupancy rates are also available at a cost of $270 and $250 per per- 
son, respectively. Prices quoted include all taxes. There is no single room rate 
available. 


PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE PRICES INCLUDE BUS FARE AND AC- 
COMMODATION BUT NOT MEALS. 


MEALS will be provided at nearby restaurants with breakfast tentatively 
scheduled for 5-5:30 a.m. and dinner for 6:30 p.m. Box lunches will be provided 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Meals will be paid for individually; they are 
not included in the above quoted costs. 


TENTATIVE ITINERARY 
Thursday Leave Ottawa 6:00 a.m., stopover at Stoney Point in the 
8 May afternoon and arrive in Leamington around 6:30 p.m. 
Friday Breakfast between 5-5:30 a.m., depart for Point Pelee 
9 May National Park at 5:45 a.m., arrive back at the motel by 6:00 


p.m. Evening free. 


Saturday Breakfast between 5-5:30 a.m., depart for Rondeau 
10 May Provincial Park at 5:45 a.m., arrive back at the motel by 6:00 
p.m. Evening free. 


Sunday Breakfast between 6-6:30 a.m., spend 3 or 4 hours at Point 
11 May Pelee before returning home, arrive in Ottawa around 8:00 
p.m. 
NOTES: 


Reservations should be made as soon as possible by calling the Club number 
(722-3050). Payment in full must be recived by March 1, 1997. For a full 
refund, notice of cancellation must be made before March 15. Subsequent to 
this deadline, refunds will only be made in the case of very special circumstan- 
ces and the Club reserves the right to delay a decision until after the excursion 
has occurred, 


A trip cancellation waiver (for medical reasons only and applicable prior to. 
date of departure) is available at an additional cost of $9.00 per person and is 
payable at the same time as the rest of your payment. Claims for reimburse- 
ment must be supported by a medical certificate. 


Be prepared for large crowds in the National Park. 


The bus will be in proximity at all times during the day. 
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Attention, all Members! 


1997 membership fees are now due. Please renew promptly; later renewals 
entail extra work and add to your Club’s expenses. 


We would like to keep our mailing list up to date so that members do not miss 
a copy of Trail & Landscape. & 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the April-June 1997 issue should be in the 
editor’s hands by February 15, 1997. Mail your manuscripts to: 


Fenja Brodo 
Editor, Trail & Landscape 
28 Benson Street 
Nepean, Ontario, K2E 5J5 
H: (613)723-2054; Fax: (819) 953-9831 
e-mail as671@freenet.carleton.ca 


ISSN 0041-0748 


TRAIL & LANDSCAPE 


published by 


THE OTTAWA FIELD-NATURALISTS’ CLUB 


Second Class Mail - Registration Number 2777 


Postage paid in cash at Ottawa 


Change of Address Notices and Undeliverable Copies: 


Box 35069, Westgate P.O., 


Ottawa, Ont. K1Z 1A2 


Return postage guaranteed 


L12-78093 
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